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Dorothy Day was a young newspaper reporter in New York City when she began her lifelong mission of helping the poor people and working for social change.  She started a newspaper and a movement called the Catholic Worker to tell the world that people needed food for the body and for the soul.  Living her beliefs, Dorothy Day set up houses and farms where people could find both.

The bus from Brooklyn to Manhattan was crowded.  Dorothy Day sat down on the long bench seat in the front and glanced across the aisle at the people opposite her.  She saw people with worn out clothes and tired, sad faces.  She knew that times were hard and families were hungry.  It was the time of the Great Depression.  That’s what she wrote about in her job as a reporter fir the newspaper.  She tried to help by bringing attention to poverty and suffering.

Dorothy looked down at her wool coat, not a new one but warm and clean.  She had food and clothes and a place to live – even a dollar extra to spend in restaurants with her friends.  On the bus she was a little bit ashamed of her goof fortune.

When she looked up again at a ragged man across the aisle, she saw his hopelessness in the way his shoulders drooped and his head hung down.  Her heart ached to comfort him.  She wanted to give him hope that life would be better.

Hot tears filled Dorothy’s eyes as she was flooded with a surprising feeling of love.  In that moment of truth, she later said, she could see that Christ was present in all the people on the bus, in all the people everywhere.  And, she realized, ‘giving shelter or food to anyone who asks for it, or needs it, is giving it to Christ.’

Her new way of seeing a stranger on a bus in Brooklyn – who was hungry and cold and tired like so many others – was going to change her life.

Dorothy Day began to visit Roman Catholic Churches around New York City, often late at night.  When she saw that immigrants and poor people were welcomed there and were helped, she became a Catholic herself.  She set up ‘houses of hospitality’ for men and women who had nowhere to live, first in her own apartment and later in other houses, and the people who lived there sometimes quarreled and complained.  But Dorothy continued her work, finding strength in prayer and in reading the Psalms.  She believed it was just as important to feed the soul as it was to feed the body.

In 1933, she began to publish a monthly newspaper with a man named Peter Maurin, who, like Dorothy, wanted to support an active response to poverty, hunger and inequality based on Catholic teaching.  The newspaper was called the Catholic Worker, and it sold for one penny a copy, although many were given away free.  The Catholic Worker is still published every month, and it still costs only a penny.

Besides organizing the Catholic Worker houses and farm communities, Dorothy Day devoted herself to the peace movement.  She protested against war because it was immoral, she explained.  If we see Christ in every person, then how can we possibly ill anyone?


In her own words:
“The great need of the human heart is for love…and we show love…for our God by our love for our fellows.  And that is why a great emphasis must be placed on the works of mercy.


Reflection

In your own words, why are you participating in the Tent City Event?













What is the message you want to share with others?
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